
Comments needed on USFS Road Study 

Recreational access to northeastern Minnesota’s Superior National Forest via its historic forest 

road and trail system is under threat of closure due to many years of federal budget cuts. 

Congress needs to act to restore reasonable budget appropriations for the SNF road and trail 

systems’ ongoing maintenance. CWCS supports a budgetary solution to this issue before it 

creates a serious loss of recreational access to the SNF and adverse economic impact on the 

tourism of northeastern Minnesota. 

 

Local US Forest Service personnel explain that there is no money available to replace bridges 

and maintain the level 2 & 3 forest roads.  As a result, recreational access to portions of the 

Superior National Forest will be severely restricted. 

 

Tourism and recreation are of critical economic importance to all of northeastern Minnesota. 

With national and state public forest land making up 90% of Cook County, 84% of Lake County 

and 61% of St. Louis County there are few other options available.  

 

Ironically, Congress is considering legislation introduced by Congressman Nolan to provide 

funding to extend a national hiking trail – North Country Scenic Trail – across the northern 

states, including Minnesota. This is at a time when the funding to maintain the SNF forest roads 

and trails across northeastern Minnesota is drying up. This may result in forcing the closure of 

these key recreational assets. Where is the common sense for the federal government to fund the 

North Country Scenic Trail when it cannot provide the funding to properly maintain the heavily 

used national forest roads and trails that it already has. 

 

CWCS believes that it is a responsibility of the Federal government and of the USFS to provide 

an adequate budget for the ongoing maintenance of the current SNF multiple use recreational 

forest. Thanks to the Arrowhead Coalition for Multiple Use for their help on this issue. 

 

Send your comments before May 22, 2015 to: superiornf-roadsstudy@fs.fed.us  
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